
Jesus spent more time talking about money than he did talking about heaven and hell. Either we manage our 

finances in line with God’s Word or our finances will cause problems in our lives. In the days of Jesus, a 

“talent” referred to the value of something in terms of its weight in gold. One talent was 71 pounds of solid gold, 

so just one talent in today’s market would be worth over 1.5 million dollars! As you read through this lesson’s 

Scriptures about talents, think about the enormous amount of wealth the master is entrusting to his servants or 

managers. In our lives, everything we own is similarly on loan from God.  Just like the servants in this story, it is 

our responsibility to use our possessions wisely and when we do, God blesses us. 

 

FOUNDATIONS OF FINANCIAL FITNESS 
  

OPEN YOUR GROUP WITH A PRAYER.   READ MATTHEW 25:14-30 THIS IS ONLY A GUIDE – SELECT THE POINTS YOU 

WANT TO DISCUSS. 

 

1. EVERYTHING I HAVE BELONGS TO GOD. 
 

Who owned the wealth or property described in Matthew 25:14? 

 Thinking of this Bible verse as a parable, whom does the man going on a journey represent, and whom 

do the servants represent? 

 Why is it hard to accept the concept that our possessions really belong to God? 

 

2. GOD HAS LOANED ME THE MONEY. 
 

According to Matthew 25:15, what process did the man use to decide how to allocate his money? 

 In this story, the servants all received different amounts but each servant received something. In what 

ways is this an analogy to our lives today if we consider that the servants in this story represent us? 

 

Worship – Worship means focusing on our relationship with God instead of on ourselves and our possessions. 

Think about how you can focus on God while simultaneously managing and utilizing your money and 

possessions. Describe to your group one or two specific examples of what you can do this week to use your 

possessions in a way that worships God. 

 

3. ONE DAY GOD WILL AUDIT ME! 
 

In Matthew 25:19-20, what objective does the master of the servants have? 

Whom does the servant in Matthew 25:24-25 blame for his behavior? 

 What are current examples of people blaming other individuals or institutions for their own failures? 

 How does that make you feel to consider that you will be audited one day? 

 

4. I USE MY MONEY WISELY. 
 

Take a look at Matthew 25:27.  What had the master expected the servant to do with his money? 

 What are we really doing when we “bury” something? 

 What tools and methods do you use to use the money God has entrusted to you wisely? 

 

 

5. GOD WILL REWARD ME FOR GOOD MANAGEMENT. 
 

As a reward for their wise management of his resources, the master offered the first two servants affirmation, 

promotion, and celebration. See Matthew 25:21. Why do you think both these servants earned the same reward? 

 How does this verse encourage you to be a better steward of all God has given you? 



 

PERSONAL APPLICATION AND COMMITMENT: 

 

“So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with 

true riches? And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will 

give you property of your own? No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the 

one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You 

cannot serve both God and money.”  

Luke 16:11-13 (NIV) 

 

None of us knows when we will be called by God to make an account to him for how we have used the talents 

he entrusted to us.  For some that accounting will come tonight or tomorrow, for others it will be years away.  

When that time arrives for you, will you be hearing affirmation from God, be given a promotion and sharing in 

the celebration of heaven?  As you read Luke 16:11-13, ask yourself who you really serve.  There can only be 

one number one in our lives.  If God is not number one, what do you need to change?     

 

Money is God’s acid test of your faith.  It is a terrible master but a good servant.  Pray and ask God to take away 

any fear you may have regarding your stewardship of the finances he has entrusted into your care.   

 



 


